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admired its handle. The handle was much
moreattractive than I was expecting.

I had ordered green micarta. What came
out of the box was a very pretty brown and
black synthetic laminate that highly fig-
ured wood, due to contours cut into the
handle. I was impressed. The longer I
looked at the handle the more I liked it.

WhenI finally thumbed open the knife
blade with an ambidextrous stud, it

movedsmoothly and precisely into a tight
lock up. The 33-layered stainless Damas-
cus blade is flat-ground, 3 5/16 inches
long, with a VG 10 core laminated blade.
This is a gorgeous knife. And yes, the
edge easily shaved the hair on my arm.

MCUSTA Knives have been imported
into this country under other brand
names for a couple of years. This Seki,
Japan company entered the U.S. market
at the Blade Show in June, 2005 with its
ownbrand and distribution network. I
ama laminated-blade fancier and my at-
tention was caught by their VG 10 core
Damascus clad-laminated blade knives.

The test knife is the least expensive

Damascus clad blade model they distrib-
ute. This knife (among others) is also
available in a homogenous steel VG 10
blade at lower cost. When a knife looks as
good as this one, you sometimes expect
compromises in function. I didn't find
any.The handle is ergonomic and com-
fortable in all the different knife grips.
The micarta isn't textured, but it is easy to
hold with wet hands. The contouring of
the handle scales is functional in addition
to making the micarta laminate striking.
The test knife could snap-cut Kleenex tis-
sue cleanly and slash free-hanging news-
print without tearing it. It effortlessly
went through corrugated triple-wall

Beauty and Cutting
Performance Together
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